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Western Tragopan by Ansar Khan 

 

Over a billion people call India home; one of the world’s richest cultural settings and a landscape 

that boasts a staggering geographical diversity. Situated in the far north-western corner of the 

country; we visit India’s newest national park – the Great Himalayan National Park. This unexplored 

terrain of vast wilderness is one of the strongholds for a species that will be the main focus of our 

quest – the Western Tragopan! Arguably one of the most attractive and sought-after of all the 

pheasants, with an estimated global population of only 2,500 to 3,000 individuals. This tour has been 

set up to specifically target this most desirable and little-known species. The local population refer 

to this species as ‘Jujurana’, which translates roughly as “king of the birds”. According to local 

legend, the Western Tragopan was created by using the most beautiful and colourful feather of each 
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bird on the universe. We will explore the mountainous terrain on foot, traversing exquisite, unspoiled 

trails and fantastic scenery to boot. While we search for our main quarry, we shall also enjoy a 

supporting cast of many range-restricted species confined to the Himalayas such as the iconic 

Himalayan Monal, the reclusive, long-tailed Cheer Pheasant, Bearded Vulture, Snow Pigeon, Long-

billed Thrush, Wallcreeper, Altai Accentor and White-cheeked Nuthatch amongst many others. Set in 

an unspoilt, beautiful series of valleys and ridges, this tour is a set to reward even the most travelled 

birder. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival in New Delhi 

Day 2 New Delhi to Kullu via Chandigarh 

Day 3 Kullu to Rolla (2,100 m) via Sai Ropa 

Day 4 Rolla to Nada (3,300 m) 

Days 5 to 8 Khorli Poi / Shilt (3,100 m) area for Western Tragopan 

Day 9 Khorli Poi / Shilt (3,100 m) area to Rolla 

Day 10 Rolla to Sai Ropa 

Day 11 Day trip to Nadar for Cheer Pheasant 

Day 12 Sai Ropa to Chandigarh and flight to New Delhi 
 

TOUR ROUTE MAP… 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Arrival in New Delhi.  On arrival in India’s 

bustling capital city of New Delhi, we will transfer to 

our accommodations within the city limits. With 

remaining daylight, we should encounter our first Black 

Kites, flocks of screaming Rose-ringed Parakeets, 

Spotted and Eurasian Collared Doves, Pied, Bank and 

Common Mynas, Eastern Jungle and House Crows, 

Red-vented and Red-whiskered Bulbuls and Eurasian 

Tree Sparrows. These ubiquitous Indian “urban” birds 

will become familiar figures in our travels through the 

country.  Birds our garden should include Jungle 

Babbler, Common Tailorbird, Yellow-footed Green 

Pigeon, Brown-headed Barbet and even the odd Indian 

Pied Hornbill. Time permitting, we may visit a nearby 

set of sports fields in the late afternoon where Grey 

Francolin, Red-wattled Lapwing, White-throated 

Kingfisher, Black Drongo, Paddyfield Pipit, White 

Wagtail and both Greenish and Hume’s Leaf Warblers 

may be found. 

 

Day 2: New Delhi to Kullu via Chandigarh.  After an 

early morning breakfast, we make our way back to 

Indira Ghandi International Airport. This will be the 

departure point for our northern adventure with a short one hour flight to the city of Chandigarh. 

From here we make our way by road to the town of Kullu – the capital of the Kullu district within the 

Indian state of Himachal Pradesh. This scenic drive will be the longest trek we undertake by road for 

the entire duration of the tour. A few strategic birding stops along the way should yield Common 

Buzzard, Large-billed Crow, Siberian Stonechat, 

Indian Roller, Oriental Dollarbird, Ashy Drongo, 

Blue Whistling and Scaly Thrush, Great Barbet, 

Rufous Sibia, Grey-hooded Warbler, Chestnut-

bellied Rock Thrush, Red-rumped Swallow, Black 

Bulbul, Grey Bush Chat, Whiskered Yuhina, 

Crimson Sunbird, Indian Blue Robin, Olive-backed 

Pipit and Oriental White-eye. A stop at the Kullu 

River will see us searching the area carefully for the 

large Crested Kingfisher, and are likely to chance 

upon Spotted Forktail, Blue Rock Thrush, Great 

Cormorant and Brown Dipper amongst the 

numerous Plumbeous Water and White-capped 

Redstarts. This evening we may even be lucky to 

locate a Collared Owlet at dusk before settling 

down for the evening.  

 

Day 3: Kullu to Rolla.  Today we have a short 

drive to the Ropa area, passing some impressive 

switchbacks en route. Keeping our eyes peeled 

Yellow-billed Blue Magpie by Markus Lilje 

Himalayan Bulbul by Markus Lilje 
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might reveal the gaudy Grey Treepie, impressive 

Yellow-billed Blue Magpie, Grey Wagtail, White-

collared Blackbird, Chestnut-crowned 

Laughingthrush, Slaty-headed (Himalayan) 

Parakeet, Himalayan Bulbul and Russet Sparrow. 

Our trekking adventure officially starts from Ropa 

as we enter the Great Himalayan National Park!  

 

Our “camp team” and bus leave us here at the start 

of our trek to Rolla, which is a peak at about 2,100 

meters in elevation. This easy 9 kilometre trek is a 

fantastic introduction to the area, and considered 

by some to be one of the most beautiful and best 

birding treks in the Himalayas. We will get the 

chance to familiarize ourselves with common 

species such as Grey-hooded Warbler, Striated 

Laughingthrush, Little Pied and Rufous-gorgeted 

Flycatchers, Fire-breasted Flowerpecker, Grey-

headed Canary-flycatcher, and both Black and 

Himalayan Bulbuls. Phylloscopus warblers are 

also a feature of these forests and we will get to grips with some of the more evident species such as 

Buff-barred, Ashy-throated, dainty Lemon-rumped, Greenish Warblers, though extra effort will be 

needed to find Western Crowned, Hume’s Leaf and Blyth’s Leaf Warblers. Luck will have to be on 

our side to flush Eurasian Woodcock or coax out a Scaly-breasted Wren-Babbler from the 

undergrowth, whilst mixed flocks should be scanned thoroughly for Yellow-browed and Green-

backed Tit, Asian Brown, Dark-sided and Blue-throated Blue Flycatcher. Terrestrial species might 

consist of Long-billed and Tickell’s Thrush, Black Francolin and even the possibility of Kalij 

Pheasant. We reach Rolla in the late afternoon/early evening to our ready-made camp, after a great 

introduction into birding the Himalayas. 

 

Day 4: Rolla to Nada.  Today we wake up early to start our trek up to Nada – a steep 3 hour hike up 

the coniferous and rhododendron dominated 

slope. This habitat is favoured by the Western 

Tragopan, and this is where our quest to find 

this elusive gem starts. The male is one of the 

most spectacular birds in the world: black on the 

head, a deep crimson on face and mantle and 

orange on breast, the black belly and dark wings 

are spangled with eye-piercing star-like white 

specks. Laying your eyes on this bird, after a lot 

of effort and patience, will definitely get one’s 

heart pulsating with adrenalin, most likely being 

chalked up as one of the most memorable 

sightings of all! The males start calling pre-

dawn, with activity peaking before sunrise - so 

getting ourselves in the right position in time for 

this is crucial. Whilst this is not the only area on 

this tour to connect with this gem, we will 

however focus our time and efforts on finding 

one today. We will also be keeping an eye on 

Himalayan Monal by Markus Lilje 

Long-billed Thrush by Markus Lilje 
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the sky for the impressive Bearded Vulture, 

Golden and Black Eagle and even Northern 

Goshawk. This area is great for mammals too, 

with chances of finding Rhesus Monkey, 

Nepal Grey Langur, impressive Common 

Giant Flying Squirrel, rock-loving Himalayan 

Goral and even Asiatic Black Bear – although 

sightings of the latter species are rather rare.  

 

Days 5 to 8: Khorli Poi / Shilt area for 

Western Tragopan.  The following four 

nights will be spent in a forested area that is 

prime habitat for Western Tragopan, and one 

of the best locations worldwide in which to see 

them. Whilst here, we will have numerous 

attempts to getting good views and different 

techniques will be used to track down our 

quarry. Pheasants area a feature of this biome, 

and other possibilities include the splendid Himalayan Monal, as well as both Koklass and Kalij 

Pheasant. We will be targeting many other specials within this high-altitude sub-alpine zone. Species 

high up on our priority list include White-cheeked and White-tailed Nuthatch, Snow Pigeon, Altai 

Accentor, Long-billed, Chestnut and Tickell’s Thrush, monotypic Wallcreeper, Himalayan 

Rubythroat, stunning Golden Bush Robin, Blue-fronted and Black Redstart, Bar-tailed Treecreeper, 

Himalayan Black-lored, Fire-capped, Grey Crested and Rufous-vented Tit, striking blue Grandala, 

Whistler’s Warbler, Brown-fronted, Himalayan and Scaly-bellied Woodpecker, Pink-browed 

Rosefinch, Red-headed Bullfinch and the brightly coloured Black-and-yellow Grosbeak.  

 

Day 9: Khorli Poi / Shilt area to Rolla.  Today will see us starting the journey back to Rolla where 

we will overnight. This will be our last chance to get better views of Western Tragopan if we have 

not yet acquired sufficient ones; amongst many other specials. Arriving at our ready-made camp, we 

will settle down for a warm dinner and a good night’s rest. 

 

Day 10: Rolla to Sai Ropa.  
After a hearty breakfast, we 

venture further down in 

elevation and pass some great 

rivers, looking for Little and 

Spotted Forktail alongside 

Brown Dipper. Fruiting trees 

will be carefully surveyed for 

feeding Wedge-tailed Green 

Pigeon whilst the understory 

might produce the stunning 

Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird, 

Yellow-bellied and White-

throated Fantail, Himalayan 

Bluetail, Rufous-bellied 

Niltava, White-cheeked, 

White-throated and Black-

Chesnut-headed Tesia by Adam Riley 

Snow Pigeons by Markus Lilje 
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throated Bush Tit. We eventually make our way back to Sai Ropa and settle in for the night. 

 

Day 11: Day trip to Nadar for Cheer Pheasant.  This morning we have a short one-hour drive to 

an area near the village of Nadar, where we go in search of the localized Cheer Pheasant. We will 

spend some time scanning favoured habitat and trying to locate coveys at dawn as they start calling. 

We also have more chances to find Altai Accentor alongside targets such as the impressive Chukar 

Partridge, Eurasian Crag Martin, Upland Pipit and Rock Bunting.  

 

Day 12: Sai Ropa to Chandigarh and flight to New Delhi.  Unfortunately, we make our way back 

to ‘civilization’ after a successful tour to a beautiful part of the world. We head back, once again to 

the city of Chandigarh where we take a short flight back to New Delhi – where the tour will conclude.  

 

 FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this tour 

are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

This includes: 

• All meals from dinner on day 1 to lunch on day 12; 

• Bottled drinking water; 

• All lodgings during the tour; 

• All ground transportation; 

• All trekking support: porters, cooks, personal porter (to carry main rucksack). 

• All national park and other reserve entrance fees; and 

• All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services). 

 

This excludes: 

• ANY flights; 

• Visa fees; 

• Any drinks;  

• Special gratuities; and 

• Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

• Camera fees. 

 

Single Supplement: 

The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation. If 

RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose to share, the 

single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a rooming 

partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single 

supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result.  

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/india-western-tragopan-quest-2018
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d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will 

attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 
 

Tipping:  

As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc) are included on this tour. However, 

this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have given you 

excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them.  

 

Special notes on tour logistics and physical fitness requirements:  

• Due to the trekking nature of this tour, it is necessary to pack all you gear into a rucksack (65 – 

75l). Please keep the weight of your gear to the absolute minimum. Holdalls, duffel bags and 

suitcases cannot be carried by porters and will be left behind. 

• This tour requires a high level of fitness, and participants should be in good to excellent general 

health. We will spend 8 days trekking at altitudes of ranging from 1700 – 3400metres above sea 

level. Upwards of 6 hours will be spent trekking each day. Parts of the trek are steep, with loose 

rocks and gravel requiring good balance. 

• Emergency Medical Evacuation Insurance is mandated for this tour, The Great Himalayan 

National Park will not issue entry permits without it. 

• Please note that for much of this tour we will be far away from modern medical facilities. 

• Accommodation for 7 nights is spent camping in twin sharing dome tents, while the remainder of 

the nights are spent in comfortable, but basic hotels; 

 
ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will begin in New Delhi on day 1, and as this is 

scheduled as an arrival day; you are free to arrive at any time. The tour will conclude with our arrival 

at Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi (IATA: DEL) on day 12.  

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival 

and departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has 

been officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in 

this regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 
FLIGHTS: 

Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi (IATA: DEL) is the main port of entry for 

international flights into India for this tour and is well serviced by many of the world’s major airlines. 

We have the capacity to advise you on the best route according to your preferences but your local 

travel agent will best be able to book these flights for you. However, please DO NOT book your 

international flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the 

status of the tour.

 
Rockjumper Birding Ltd 

Labourdonnais Village 

Mapou 

Mauritius 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 
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